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USAID and OSCE help over 40 victims of human trafficking find their 
way back to normal life 
 
On November 14, 2007, USAID and the OSCE Mission in Skopje concluded a 3-year 

project that established the first NGO-managed shelter for victims of human trafficking 
in Macedonia. The “Residence” project, funded by USAID and administered by the 
OSCE Mission in Skopje, was implemented by the local NGO Open Gate/La Strada. The 

Residence has provided direct assistance to 41 persons, and is now an integral part of 
the National Referral Mechanism for trafficking victims.  
 

“Human life is a gift and it should never be for sale. The OSCE Mission to Skopje helps the 
country to combat this type of organized crime,” said the Head of the OSCE Mission 

Ambassador Giorgio Radicati. “We are working with the government and our partners 
to develop laws to combat abuse and exploitation, to create special law enforcement 
units that investigate cases and assist victims, to build emergency shelter, and to 

develop long-term rehabilitation and vocational training programs.”   
 

“This project is one of over twenty that USAID is implementing in Macedonia today, but 
it’s truly one of our most successful. While it is extremely rewarding to see this project 
continue on its own, I look forward to the time when shelters for trafficking victims will no 

longer be needed,” said USAID Mission Director Patricia Rader. 
 

The President of Open Gate/La Strada Jasmina Rajkovska expressed her satisfaction 
with the results of the project. “We helped 41 persons to rehabilitate and reintegrate.  
We provided them with psycho-social support, medical assistance and resources to 

meet their basic needs. We accompanied them during legal proceedings, and 
provided them with education and vocational training to help them fulfill their dreams 

and aspirations.”  
 

NOTE TO EDITORS:     

 
The American people, through USAID, have invested nearly $500 million in Macedonia 

since 1993. USAID is implementing projects that create jobs, reduce corruption, and 
prepare Macedonian students for the workforce. These initiatives improve the quality of 
life and support Macedonia’s transition to a stable and prosperous democracy. USAID 

provides economic and humanitarian assistance in more than 100 countries. For more 
information please visit http://macedonia.usaid.gov. 
 


